


A modern-day “Brady Bunch” family
= builds a refined-rustic home that supports

their playful lifestyle in Big Sky =
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hen Sue and Hap Brakeley were planning their Montana
getaway hom ¢ of the de-
sign—family and fun. The couple has an abundance of
both: After they tra spouses in
002, Sue and Hap were each left with th ren to
parent solo. A year later they were introduced by a mutual friend
and immediately hit it off, leading to their marriage in ich
combined Sue’s three girls and Hap's three boys
years old at the time) into one big family.
dy Bunch,” Su

even further”
Now that the children are grown, living all over the country and

wher

ith the intention of spending nearly half the year in Montana
(the other half is spent in Florida), Sue and Ha nted a home

and throwing parties

“A lot of people say you've got to ¢ ere the kids are, but we
went the other way. We said, ‘Let’s go cr ool places and we'll
make sure the kids can come anytime they want,” Hap says, to
which Sue adds, “If you build it, they will come.

As previous owners of a lowstone Club’s main
lodge, they were captivated by Big Sky opping views and
accessibility to ski slopes, but wanted mo ace to spread out.

“All the sudden we wanted to be there more often,” Sue recalls.
“Every time we had a break, we wanted to be on a plane going
to Montana.”

cre erched on a ridg
backs up to the golf course on one end, faces the mountair;
the other, and is still only a few minutes from the main lodge.
They hired Joe Roodell of Bozeman-based Miller Roodell Architec
to devise a footprint that capitalized on the versatile land
idg ent environments—{rom the
of the mountains,”
WOWe v > bring eth
so we straddled the ridge and accomplished that through form
“l wanted it to be a sanctuary] Sue says of the master bedroom. A

set of oversized Jean De Merry Sao chairs and a Kelly Wearstler table
cozy up to the fireplace. The antique mirror is from Architect's Wife.
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Montana Lighting Ser-
vice fashioned a light
fixture mace from old

~globes for the guest
bedroom. The beaver
fur stools are from

At over 14,000 square feet, the home includes four master Suites,
a junior suite, a bunkroom for grandchildren, a downstairs theater,
ample outdoor patio space and commanding views. Sue and Hap's
master plus the OPen-concept living, dining and entertaining area
comprise the main floor, while the guest rooms are tucked away for
privacy. To satisfy the couple’s differing styles—Hap prefers traditional
log beams and barnwood while Sue leans more contemporary—the
design team combined indigenous Montana moss rock and reclaimed
wood with steel accents and clean lines.
Interior designer Abby Hetherington worked with the Brakeleys to
add a “fun factor” to Every room. A colorful and eclectic mix of art, play-
ful lighting and luxurious fabrics provides contrast to the structure’s
Western materials palette, while pops of orange, pink and teal blues
found in the furmishings offset the home's more dominant earthy hues.
Since the home's completion in 2017, the Brakeleys have hosted a
slew of dinner parties, holiday celebrations and movie nights in the
fun-filled manse. (They love hosting so much that they even invested
in their own 20-foot red carpet for an Oscars-themed event.) Even so,
when the party winds down, they have a space that still fe
and intimate enough for two.
“From a functional point of view, this home works so well because
when it's just us, you can shut off the rest of the house. And if there
are guests there, it opens up,” Hap says. Sue adds: “We love to entertain,

whether it’s two people or 100 pecple. That’s what makes us happy,
being surrounded by family and friends”

els warm

THIS PAGE: Bunk beds with teal-blue C&C Milano headboards
offer extra sleeping space for grandchildren and visitors. The bunk

room and adjacent powder rooms are adorned in rustic timbers for
a modern take on the traditional log cabin.

» For a guide to this home's products and pros, visit mountainliving.com/ FuliHouse
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